Clinical and animal pharmacology of migraine: new perspectives.
Animal and clinical pharmacological studies show in certain vascular beds a biphasic action [potentiation and inhibition of serotonin (5-HT) responses] of some anti-migraine drugs, such as ergotamine, methysergide and more recently Org GC 94. Potentiation occurs at therapeutic drug concentrations. The present investigations seem to support the 5-HT theory of migraine and other essential headaches. In this theory, anti-migraine drugs, such as ergotamine, methysergide, pizotifen, and Org GC 94 could reduce the occurrence of pain in migraine and other esscutial headaches by acting as partial agonists tending to correct a deficiency of central 5-HT concentrations or turnover.